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week, but when you live in a house you learn
something all the time.”

Snyder has lived in the house for the
past three years, overseeing its substantial
renovation. Architectural masterpiece or not,
any house gets messy during a renovartion,
and Snyder has had his share of plaster dust
and take-our dinners, as well as some less
common disruptions, such as having his
floors jack-hammered to mud (so radiant
floor heating could be installed where the
original under-floor air ducts had collapsed),

Leading the renovation is architect
Hugh Newell Jacobsen, FAIA. Jacobsen was
a friend of the Slaytons, and he has known
the house from its infancy in 1960, “When
| heard Pei's house was being constructed, |
dropped by and watched it come out of the
ground,” he recalls.

A celebrated modernist in his own
right, Jacobsen takes a light hand o his
colleague’s work. “All houses have to change
somewhat. But when you remodel anyone’s
work, you must never erase the original
It may surprise those only
familiar with Jacobsen’s distinctive houses
that the architect also designed the West
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architect.”
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Terraces and Offices of the U.S. Capitol
(1988) and the Renwick Gallery Renovation
(1972). “It would have been terrible
chutzpah if 1 had overshadowed Renwick,”
j.'“.:l:'l'l}.‘iﬂ.'l'l 5..[}"5-.

“Dao the right thing,”
mandate of this project, goided by the
question of what the Slaytons would have
if they had had
William Slaytons demiled memoirs help
provide answers. He describes how Pei
wanted to use marble for the living room

has become the

done more resources.

floor, burt they couldn’t afford it. Pei
suggested reak, bur Mrs, Slayron wanred
carpet. “Bug pointed out that the walls were
brick and the ceiling concrete. She felr a soft
rather than a hard surface for the floor would
be preferable,” Slayton recalls.

Mrs. Slayton won our, bur when it
came time for Snyder to replace the wall-to-
wall carper upstairs and vinyl asbestos tile on
the lower level, he and Jacobsen chose whire
travertine marble. One of Jacobsen's favorite
materials, the rravertine is unfilled, so each
picce is a study of natural cavities,

The most dramartic change in the house
is not one the Slaytons would have made

4 The original plans of the house. P
Jacobsen removed the wall ot the top of the stairs,

n ‘E Immj_ opening the north-south axis of the central vault.
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with more money, bur one they might have
made with one less daughter. By removing
the wall of a bedroom at the top of the stairs,
the north-south axis of the central vaulr is
opened to the house ar large.

The space is now an airy and light-filled
library, lined by Jacobsen's signature egg-
crate bookecases, which actually form the
walls berween the library and the remaining
two bedrooms on either side. Previously, the
library had been part of the living room, set
off by a free-standing,
bookease.  After much debate, Snyder
decided o remove that bookcase, bur he
saved it in the basement in case a later owner
wants to reinstall it

shoulder-high

Modern conveniences have been added
to the house on the lower level. A travertine-
lined guest bathroom with elegant Philippe
Stark fixtures is designed o accommodare
Snyder’s brother, who uses a wheelchair. In
the kitchen, Snyder enjoys a new Thermador
stove and Subzero refrigerator and wine
cooler. The urlginut hirch cabinet doors
were saved and refinished; whire Formica
countertops were replaced with white
DulPont Corian. .‘;n}rn[cr ;JI'I]_'.Il;u.ldh the

MAIN FLOOR




Loutmon Fhotogrophy

original architect for cabinets that are 30
inches deep rather than 24. The extra depth
allows for the cook’s comfortable clearance
of cabinets hanging above,

Jacobsen and Snyder replaced cabinets
separating the kitchen from a breakfast nook
with a cantilevered DuPont Corian breakfast
bar. The kitchen remains small by today’s
standards—abour 180 square feer—bu
Snyder reports it easily accommodares

entertaining.  “You can fit three cooks in

here comfortably,” he claims.

The house looks finished, comforably
outfitted with Snyder’s Gene Davis art and
'S0s-era Dunbar furniture,
quick t note what's undone, from the

But Snyder is

chiteclture
extend the lines

interior o the e

master bathroom that hasn't been remodeled
to the computer cord that should be hidden.

Every few wecks Snyder climbs on the
roof 1o make sure the gurters, which run
berween the barrel vaults and drain into
brick piers ar the center of the house, are
clear of leaves and debris. Snyder has also
replaced the roof, resealed the skylight, and
dug trenches around the foundation. Along
with his regular erips to the roof, he seems o
be keeping the water out. IF Pei were o visit
now, no apologies would be necessary.

Stll ahead is the landscaping around
the house, Original project archirect Wong
remembers, “Bill did not have the money,

but somecone with more resources would

have asked rthe architect to integrawe
landscape design.” Taking his cues from the
house, Jay Graham, ASLA, of Graham
Landscape Architecture is designing front
and back yards thar will extend the lines of
the interior to the exterior.

A pool will stretch into the courryard,
continuing the north-south axis of the
opened center bedroom. Also planned are a
back terrace with a tree house-like screened
porch, a fountain by the front door, and the
strategic use of bamboo to screen the oasis.
Despite all the changes, the Slaytons’ ashes
will stay in the courtyard, testament to the

bond berween a house and irs inhabiranrs,

Tour This House

June 14, 2003

Dan Snyder will generously open his home fo the public as a benefit for the Washington Architectural Foundation on Saturday, June
14th, 2003. Tours of 3411 Ordway Street, NW, will commence every half-hour from 2 to 4 p.m., concluding with a special tour
at 5 p.m. that includes o reception (attended by owner Snyder, architect Hugh Newell Jacobsen, FAIA, friends of the Slayton fomily,

and cther fans of the house).

Cost is 820 for the offernoon tours, $50 for the 5 p.m. tour/reception. Prepaid registrotion required. Go online fo www.aiodc.com.

For more information, coll 202.667.1798.

Sponsored by DuPont Cerion, Charlie Gaynor of City Houses, Graham Landscope Architeciure, Connie Maffin of Caldwell Banker/Pardoe,
llluminations, Stone Source, and Dominic Turano of Wells Farge Home Mortgage.



